
We are looking forward to your par cipa on!

ALPINE PEATLANDS AND CLIMATE CHANGE
What are the possibilities for climate protection through
the management of mountain pastures on peatlands?

Your exper se is needed! We want to discuss the state of research about 
grazing on mountain peatlands. 

Date and Time: 07.12.2021  from 14:00 to 17:00
Place: Online via Zoom

CONTENT and OBJECTIVES
•     Is grazing on peatlands a topic in your study region and if yes, in which context?
•     What problems occur and how widespread are they in your study region?
•     What management op ons are you aware of and which are implemented?

•     What research is needed? What knowledge gaps should be answered and 
      what ideas do you have for research designs? 

WHO should join this transna onal knowledge exchange?
•     Scien sts
•     People with scien c background and/or thema c exper se 

•     How to successfully communicate the challenges and op ons of grazing on Alpine  peatlands
       with policymakers, farmers and communi es from a scien c view?

PROGRAMME

• Who has what exper se in the Alpine arc?

REGISTRATION
Registration until 29th of November 2021.

The online-workshop will be held in English.

For questions please contact elisabeth.schaber@hswt.de or 
sylvia.holztraeger@hswt.de.

Please registere here.

Introduction to project and workshop Elisabeth Schaber and Sylvia Holzträger 
(University Weihenstephan-Triesdorf)

Short presentation (3 min) of your
research, thematic interest or expertise

Every participant who wants to
contribute

Interactive discussion in groups about
research gaps, management options
 and communication

All

Common synthesis All

https://hswt.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEqfuutqTgiEtBTz3fWAA7uX_gWReHSxtQt


PROJECT BACKGROUND

 

TOPIC
Peatlands cover at least 3 % of the Alpine range and can be found over the entire Alpine 
arc. The peatland areas in the Alps are subject to various in uences of land use. To 
demonstrate possibilities of peatland and climate protection through peatland-adapted 
agriculture, the in uence and management strategies of grazing on mountain pasture 
peatlands where chosen as an example. Across the entire Alpine range, peatlands can be 
found at high altitudes – in areas that have also been grazed in the scope of mountain
farming for thousands of years. Some of these mires might even owe their formation to 
mountain pasture management. However, peatland areas are also damaged or even 
destroyed by grazing – be it through trampling or water extraction. On the other hand, 
abandoning grazing on peatlands can also reduce biodiversity as – with high nitrogen 
deposits and rapidly increasing temperatures because of global warming – bush 
encroachment increases. 
We want to nd out what the current management is, what the exact problems are and what 
possible solutions already exist. We are interested in what is scienti cally proven, where the 
knowlege gaps are and how they could be closed.  Furthermore, we are looking for ways to 
become better and more consistent in our scienti c communication with decision makers 
and farmers.

The project "Alpine Peatlands and Climate Protection" is funded by the
German Federal Ministry of Environment. It evolved from the former 
projects "Peatlands in  the Alps" (2020-2021, funded by the Bavarian 
Ministry of Environment) and the EUSALP AG7 project "Impuls4Action" 
funded by ARPAF. The project consist of four modules that focus on 
testing methods to ll gaps about peatland area and status, investigate 
the possibilities of climate protection through adapted land-use 
management using grazing of Alpine peatlands as an example, 
enhance exchange of peatland actors among the Alps, and develop a 
methodology for the estimation of climate protection potential through
peatland protection measures in the Alps.

The project started in July 2021 and will run until Oktober 2022. The
University of Applied Science Weihenstephan-Triesdorf (project leader:
Matthias Drösler) cooperates with several partners in di erent Alpine
countries, i.e. Angelika Abderhalden (Fundaziun Pro Terra Engiadina), 
Clemens Geitner and Martin Rutzinger (University of Innsbruck), Stephan 
Glazel (University of Vienna), Stefan Zerbe (Free University of Bolzano
- Bozen) and Florian Siegert (RSS GmbH), in order to achive the aims 
and is open for further cooperations.




