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Selected contacts for the Master Sustainable Regional Development 
 
  

Faculty of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition 
 

Role  Phone ex-

tension 

Dean  Prof. Dr. Wilhelm Pflanz 654 101 

Vice Dean   Prof. Dr. Manfred Geißendörfer 654 245 

 

Dean’s office staff Lisa Egerland 654 113  

   Renate Merk 654 131 
   

Staff in the Examination Office Ute Kraus 654 106 

Student Advisory Services Matthias Beck 654 108 

Language Center Dr. Gabriel Dorta 654 832 

Library   654 120 

Career Service  Veronika Dann 654 125 

Technical Director Dept. Triesdorf Dipl.-Wirt.-Inf. (FH) Marc Hofmann 654 140 

Women’s Representative Office Funda Nehmeier 654-346 

Master Program Curriculum Dean Prof. Dr. Jennifer Gerend  654 206 

Master Program Coordinator  Barbara Stiegler 654 282 

 
 
Other staff in the Faculty of Agriculture:   https://www.hswt.de/personenverzeichnis  
 
 
Abbreviations: PM = Pflichtmodul compulsory module; WPM = Wahlpflichtmodul required elective module; exL = externe Lehrveranstal-
tung external course; PA = Projektarbeit project work; PS = Projektstudie project study; P = Praktikum practical course, S = Seminar semi-
nar, SU= seminaristischer Unterricht seminar-based teaching; Ü = Übung tutorial; SP = schriftliche Prüfung written examination; MP = mün-
dliche Prüfung oral examination; TN = Teilnahmenachweis proof of participation; LN = Leistungsnachweis certificate of achievement; StA = 
Studienarbeit student research project; BA = Bachelorarbeit bachelor thesis; TP = Teilprüfung partial examination; VS = virtuelles Semester 
(VHB = Virtuelle Hochschule Bayern) virtual semester (VHB = Virtual University of Bavaria); Koll. = Kolloquium colloquium TBA= To be an-
nounced; MuSchG = Mutterschutzgesetz Maternity Protection Act:  A = Courses may be attended by expectant or breastfeeding mothers with-
out restriction; B = may only be attended by expectant or breastfeeding mothers to a limited extent 
C = may NOT be attended by expectant or breastfeeding mothers 

 

*These abbreviations apply to the entire curriculum. 

https://www.hswt.de/personenverzeichnis


- 3 - 

1 University organization, personnel 
 
1.1 Study and lecture dates 

 

Winter semester 2025/2026 
 Semester duration 01.10.2025 - 14.03.2026 
 Lecture period 01.10.2025 - 23.01.2026 
Christmas/ winter holiday 24.12.2025 - 06.01.2026 
 Examination registration  17.10.2025 - 20.11.2025 
 Examination period 24.01.2026 - 14.02.2026 
 Continued registration for summer semester 2026 07.01.2026 - 23.01.2026 

Summer semester 2026 
Semester duration 15.03.2026 - 30.09.2026 
Lecture period 16.03.2026 - 10.07.2026 
Easter holiday 02.04.2026 - 07.04.2026 
German „Pfingsten“ holiday 22.05.2026 - 10.06.2025 
Examination registration 13.04.2026 - 12.05.2026 
Examination period 11.07.2026 - 31.07.2026 
Continued registration for winter semester 2026/27 15.06.2026 - 03.07.2026 

 

 
Open hours Triesdorf (please check website for current information) 
 
University buildings & computer labs:  
 
Winter time Building A, B, E:  Mo-Fr mo-fr: 6:30 - 20:00 6:30 am – 8 pm; Building C:      
Daily: 6:30 - 22:00 6:30 am – 10 pm 

 

Summer time Building A, B:      Mo-Fr Mo-Fr: 6:00 - ca. 21:00 6 am Building C:      
Mo-Fr Mo-Fr: 6:30 - 22:00 6:30 am – 10 pm (with Student.Card daily) 
Geb. building E:      Mo-Fr mo-fr: 6:30 - 20:00 6:30 am – 8 pm (exception of public holi-
days) 
 
Student Service:    
Monday - Thursday 09.00 – 11.00 9 am – 11 am; 12.30 – 14.00 1:30 pm – 2 pm 

    Friday 09.00 – 13.00 9 am – 1 pm 
 

Lecture-free period:  09:00 – 12:00 9 am – 12 pm 
   
   
Library: 
Monday, Thursday & Friday 10:00 – 14:00 10 am – 2 pm 
Tuesday & Wednesday  10:00 – 17:00 10 am – 5 pm 
Lecture-free period:   
Monday - Thursday   09:00 – 13:00 9 am – 1 pm 
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1.2 Instructors in the Master of Sustainable Regional Development  
 
 
Name Institution Modules offered 

Christ, Oliver, 
Prof.Dr. 

HSWT Water Resource Management 

Dorta, Gabriel, 
Dr. 

HSWT German as a Foreign Language Basis - 
Course 1 (A1 CEFR) 
  
 

Früh-Müller, Andrea, 
Prof. Dr. 

HSWT Scientific Research Methods; Water Re-
source Management 

Gatternig, Bernhard, 
Prof. Dr.  

HSWT Waste Management and Circularity 

Gerend, Jennifer, 
Prof. Dr. 

HSWT Spatial Planning and Development; Land Use 
and Resource Management; Public Relations 
and Communication Skills; Sustainable Eco-
nomic Development, Circular Economy 
 

Guckenberger, Jose-
fine 

HSWT German as a Foreign Language Basis - 
Course 1 (A1 CEFR) 

Hoffmann, Andreas, 
Prof. Dr. 

HSWT Micro and Macro Plastics  

Huber Norbert, Prof. 
Dr. 

HSWT Sustainable Mobility 

Kroner, Susanne HSWT English for Sustainable Regional Develop-
ment; Intercultural and Regional Studies; 
German as a Foreign Language Basis – 
Course 1 (A1 CEFR)  

Ließ Mareike, Prof. 
Dr. 

HSWT Data Science with R 

Nischwitz, Volker, 
Prof. Dr. 

HSWT Micro and Macro Plastics 

Panitz Robert, Prof. 
Dr.  

HSWT Spatial Planning and Development; Land Use 
and Resource Management; Scientific Re-
search Methods; Regional Value Chains; Pro-
ject Management & Agile Methods; Innova-
tion Management, Strategy/ Entrepreneur-
ship Basics; Public Relations and Communi-
cation Skills; Sustainable Economic Develop-
ment, Circular Economy; Regional and Global 
Networks: How to understand, analyze, and 
use them 
 

Rammelmeier Maria, 
Dr. 

University of Vechta Scientific Research Methods 
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Name Institution Modules offered 

Schaidhauf Ralph, 
Prof. Dr. 

HSWT Sustainable Mobility 

Standke Barbara, M. 
Sc. 

HSWT Public Relations and Communication Skills 

 
1.3  Curriculum overview 
 
The full-time programme comprises a standard period of study of three semesters with 
three theoretical semesters including a master's thesis and a total of 90 EC credits. Alter-
natively, the programme can also be completed as a part-time programme with a standard 
period of study of five semesters. The time studied part-time is shown on the degree cer-
tificate. 

Timing and credits of the curriculum modules 

Se
m 

Pflichtmodule (PM)  
Compulsory modules 

ECTS Wahlpflichtmodule (WPM) 
Required elective modules 1  

ECTS 

1 Spatial Planning and Development 
Land Use and Resource Management 
Public Relations and Communication 
Skills 
Scientific Research Methods 

5 
5 
5 
 
5 

Regional and Global Networks: How to 
understand, analyze, and use them 
Sustainable Mobility 
Micro and Macro Plastics  
Intercultural and Regional Studies  
German as a Foreign Language Basis - 
Course 1 (A1 CEFR) 
Betriebspraktikum (Internship) 

Related modules offered by the VHB (see 
section 3.1) 

5 
5 
 
5 
5 
5 
 
5 

2 Project Management & Agile Methods 
Sustainable Economic Development, 
Circular Economy 
Regional Value Chains 
Sustainable Regional Development & 
Best Practices 
Innovation Management, Strategy/ En-
trepreneurship Basics 

5 
5 
 
5 
5 
 
5 

Waste Management and Circularity 
Water Resource Management 
English for Sustainable Regional Develop-
ment 
Data Analysis with R 
Betriebspraktikum (Internship) 
Fachlich verwandte Modulangebote der 
VHB1  (vgl. Ziff. 3.1) Related modules of-
fered by the VHB (see section 3.1) 

5 
5 
2 
 
5 
5 
 

3 Project Study 
Master thesis with colloquium 

5 
25 

Related modules offered by the VHB (see 
section 3.1) 
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2 Qualification requirements 
 
(1.) The following requirements must be met for admission to the first semester of study 
(1st theoretical semester) (see study and examination regulations): 
 
1. A completed university degree in the undergraduate bachelor's programmes at Weihen-
stephan-Triesdorf University of Applied Sciences with a grade of at least 2.5 or better 

a. or an equivalent degree from a German college or university with a grade of at least 
2.5 or better in the field of spatial planning, geosciences, economic geography, envi-
ronmental sciences, economics, landscape architecture, landscape planning, political 
science, sociology, agronomy, horticulture, forestry, nutritional sciences or related 
fields 
b. or an equivalent degree from a foreign college or university with a grade of at least 
2.5 or better or an equivalent grade within a different grading system in the field of 
spatial planning, geosciences, economic geography, environmental sciences, econom-
ics, landscape architecture, landscape planning, political science, sociology, agron-
omy, horticulture, forestry, nutritional sciences or related fields, provided that at least 
180 EC can be proven. 
c. or a university degree without EC with a grade of at least 2.5 or better or a grade 
corresponding to this grade within a different grading system, if this is equivalent. 

The examination board decides on the equivalence of the degree,taking into account Art. 
86 Para. 1 BayHIG. 
 
2. If background knowledge is lacking due to the achievements proven with a university 
degree, without which success in the degree programme cannot be expected, the examina-
tion board will decide whether the degree can then be considered equivalent if individual 
modules are to be made up. 
3. Applicants who cannot provide proof of an English-language bachelor's degree, an equiv-
alent English-language first academic degree or a relevant higher education entrance qualifi-
cation from an English-language educational institution must also provide proof of English 
language proficiency at the minimum level of B2 according to the Common European Frame-
work of Reference for Languages. The language examinations recognised as proof of lan-
guage proficiency are published on the university's website. 
 
(2) 1.The degree programme may be commenced before the admission requirements under 
para. 1 no. 1 have been met if the applicant provides evidence of the admission requirements 
by the end of the first semester at the latest. 2In this case, a certificate must be submitted 
with the application stating that it is to be expected that the bachelor programme will be 
duly completed during the first semester. 3If the proof according to para. 1 no. 1 is not 
submitted within the deadline according to sentence 1, the person is to be unenrolled from 
the master programme. 
(3) If applicants have a university or comparable degree for which less than 210 EC have 
been awarded, the prerequisite for completing the master is the additional individual proof 
of credit points missing from the 210 EC from the relevant bachelor and master programmes 
offered by Weihenstephan-Triesdorf University of Applied Sciences within the deadlines ap-
plicable to the master programme. 2The Examination Board shall determine the coursework 
and examinations to be completed on the basis of the previous coursework; the regulations 
of the degree programme to which the module is regularly assigned shall apply accordingly. 
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The recognition of additional examinations is carried out by the examination board of the 
Master's degree program. 
 
3 Course of Study 
 
3.1 Progression of Studies (1st -3rd semester) 
 
The full-time programme comprises a standard period of study of three semesters with three 
theoretical semesters including a master's thesis and a total of 90 EC credits. Alternatively, 
the programme can also be completed as a part-time programme with a standard period of 
study of five semesters. The time studied part-time is shown on the degree certificate. The 
course begins in the winter or summer semester. It concludes with a Master's degree. 
 
The course consists of compulsory and required elective modules. The compulsory modules 
are the teaching units of the degree program that are compulsory for all students. In addition 
to the compulsory modules, a certain number of required elective modules must also be 
completed. Most modules of the Master's degree program are only offered once a year - in 
the summer or winter semester, with a few exceptions (i.e. language modules). 
 
The required elective modules must be selected for each theoretical semester in such a way 
that an average of 30 ECTS credits is achieved in conjunction with the compulsory modules. 
Selected required elective modules are treated in the same way as compulsory modules. 
Whether all required elective modules are offered depends, among other things, on a suffi-
cient number of participants. 
 
If more required elective modules are completed voluntarily than are required for the degree, 
the additional modules completed are classified as “elective modules”. Successfully com-
pleted elective modules are listed in the Master's certificate; however, their grade is not 
included in the final grade of the Master's degree program. 
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Curriculum (Studienplan) 
 
1. Study semester: 
 

      Examinations and certificates of 
achievement 

   

Mu 
SchG 
(Ma-
ter-
nity 
pro-
tec-
tion 
act) 

Code 
Code 

Module SWS 
Con-
tact 

hours 
per 

week 

ECTS Instruction 
type 

Art type Duration 
(min.) 

Weighting Admission re-
quirement 

. 
Grade 
weigh
ting 

Instructor 

 Compulsory modules          
A 

394251010 
Spatial Planning and 
Development 

4 5 SU, Ü sP 120   1 Gerend, Panitz 

A 
394251020 

Land Use and Re-
source Management 

4 5 SU,ExL PA    1 Gerend, Panitz 

A 394251030 
 

Public Relations and 
Communication 
Skills 

4 5 SU, Ü,PS mP 30   1 Gerend, Panitz, TBA 

A 
394251040 

Scientific Research 
Methods  

4 5 SU,Ü PA    1 Panitz, Früh-Müller, 
Rammelmeier 

Sum of compulsory modules 16 20        

 
Mu 

SchG 
(ma-
ter-
nity 
pro-
tec-
tion 
act) 

Required elective modules (at least 10 ECTS must be chosen for full-time students) 

A 831800100 Regional and Global 
Networks: How to 
understand, ana-
lyze, and use them 

4 5 SU, Ü PA     Panitz 

A 831900080 Sustainable Mobility 4 5 SU      Huber, Schaidhauf 

A 831300140 Micro and Macro 
Plastics  

4 5 SU      Nischwitz, Huber, Hoff-
mann 

A 960900050 Intercultural and Re-
gional Studies 

4 5       Kroner 

A 960400030 German as a For-
eign Language Basis 
- Course 1 (A1 
CEFR) 

4 5  sP 90    Dorta, Guckenberger, 
Kroner 

A 386193010 Betriebspraktikum 
(Internship) 

 5 P, Ü PA  100%  1,0 Geißendörfer, Gerend 

 
 

 
Fachliche verwandte Angebote der VHB auf Antrag1 (vgl. Tabelle Wahlpflichtmodule – VHB  Virtuelle Hochschule Bayern) Related VHB courses on application1 
(see table of required elective modules - VHB Virtual University of Bavaria) 

 
2. Study semester: 

      Prüfungen und Leistungsnachweise Ex-
aminations and certificates of achieve-

ment 

   

Mu 
SchG 
(Ma-
ter-
nity 
pro-
tec-
tion 
act) 

Code Modul Module SWS 
Con-
tact 

hours 
per 

week 

ECTS Instruction 
type 

Art Type Dauer 
(Min.) Du-

ration 
(min.) 

Gewich-
tung 

Weighting 

Zulassungs- 
voraussetzung 
Admission re-

quirement 

Noten-
gew. 
Grade 
weighti

ng 

Dozent, Dozentin 
Lecturer 

 Compulsory modules          
A 

394252010 Project Management 
& Agile Methods 

4 5 SU, Ü mP 30   1 Panitz 

A 
394252020 

Sustainable Eco-
nomic Development, 
Circular Economy 

4 5 SU, Ü sP 90   1 Gerend, Panitz, 
TBA 

A 

394252030 

Regional Value 
Chains 

4 5 SU, Ü sP 90   1 Panitz 

A 394252040 Sustainable Re-
gional Development 
& Best Practices 

5 5 SU, Ü, PSm, 
ExL 

PA   TN 1 Gerend, TBA 

 394252050 Innovation Manage-
ment, Strategy/ En-
trepreneurship Ba-
sics 

4 5 SU, Ü, Pr PA    1 Panitz 

Sum of compulsory modules 21 25        
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Mu 

SchG 
(Ma-
ter-
nity 
pro-
tec-
tion 
act) 

Required elective modules (at least 5 ECTS must be chosen) 

A 832300040 Waste Management 
and Circularity 

4 5 SU      Gatternig 

 832300050 Water Resource Ma-
nagement 

4 5 SU, Ü      Früh-Müller Christ 

A  
860500070  

English for Sustain-
able Regional Devel-
opment 

2 2 SU, U, S  
PA 

 100% Participation in 
the English 

course 

0,5 Kroner 

A 831700030 Data Analysis with 
R 

4 5 SU, Ü sP 
PA 

60 50% 
50% 

 

PA at least 
passed with 
sufficient 

1,0 Ließ 

A 386193010 Betriebspraktikum 
(Internship) 

 5 P, Ü PA  100%  1,0 Geißendörfer, Ger-
end 

  
Fachliche verwandte Angebote der VHB auf Antrag1 (vgl. Tabelle Wahlpflichtmodule – VHB  Virtuelle Hochschule Bayern) Related VHB courses on applica-
tion1 (see table of compulsory elective modules - VHB Virtual University of Bavaria) 

 
3. Study semester: 
 

      Examinations and certificates of 
achievement 

   

Mu 
SchG 
(ma-
ter-
nity 
pro-
tec-
tion 
act) 

Code Modul Module SWS 
Con-
tact 

hours 
per 

week 

ECTS Instruction 
type 

Art Type Dauer 
(Min.) Du-

ration 
(min.) 

weighting Admission re-
quirement 

Grade 
weigh
ting 

Dozent, Dozentin 
Lecturer 

 Compulsory modules          
A 394253010 Project Study 4 5 PS PA    1 Gerend, Panitz 

A 394253000 Master thesis with 
colloquium 

 25 S Master 
thesis & 
collo-
quium 

30   5 Gerend, Panitz, 
others possible 

Sum of compulsory modules 4 30        

 
 

 SWS Contact hours 
per week 

ECTS 

Compulsory modules in total 37 75 
Required elective modules in total 16 15 
Compulsory modules and Compulsory 
elective modules in total 

53 90 

Notengewichte: Grade weights: Pflichtmodule: 10 compulsory modules: 10,, Wahlpflichtmodule: 5 compulsory elective modules: 5,, Masterarbeit: 3, Master's thesis: 3, Divisor zur Berechnung der Prüfungsgesamtnote: 
18 divisor for calculating the overall examination grade: 18 
1) Mindestens ausreichende Bewertung ist Voraussetzung für das Bestehen der Abschlussprüfung 1) At least a sufficient grade is a prerequisite for passing the final examination 
2) Betriebspraktikum wahlweise zwischen 1. und 2. oder 2. und 3. Semester oder im 3. Semester 2) Work placement optionally between 1st and 2nd or 2nd and 3rd semester or in the 3rd semester 
 
Abkürzungsverzeichnis: siehe S. 2 List of abbreviations: see p. 2 

 
 
Required elective modules that can be selected from the range offered by the Virtual Uni-
versity of Bavaria (VHB) in each semester of study: 
 

 
 

 Winter semester Summer semester    

Code Module SWS Con-
tact hours 
per week 

*) 

ECTS *) SWS Con-
tact hours 
per week*) 

ECTS *) Type of lecture Type of examina-
tion/admission re-

quirements 

 Lecturer 

 List provided each semester 
by examination board 

       

 

*) Depending on the individual credit point balance in the area of required elective modules, the vhb modules are credited 
with either 2 EC or 3 EC, so that a degree with exactly 90.0 EC is possible 
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3.3 Master’s thesis 
 
The registration and completion of the Master's thesis is subject to deadlines and perfor-
mance requirements: 
 
Performance requirements and deadlines: 
The Master's thesis can be registered at the earliest when at least 45 ECTS have been 
achieved. At the same time, it must be registered no later than 4 months after completion 
of the last passable examination. The four-month period begins in the summer semester on 
01.10. (and ends on 31.01.) and in the winter semester on 15.03. (and ends on 14.07.). 
Registration takes place at the examination office using a registration form. The form is 
stored on the following drive: L:\Student.Online\Masterarbeit\Anmeldeformular für die Mas-
terarbeit  
 
If no Master's thesis topic has been obtained by the end of the above-mentioned deadlines 
or no supervisor has been appointed for the Master's thesis, the Chair of the Examination 
Board will assign a supervisor who will immediately issue a topic for the Master's thesis. 
 
Completion time: 
The master's thesis is an independent piece of academic work. The completion period for 
the master's thesis is 6 months. The master's thesis can be written in Germany or abroad. 
The master's thesis must be written in English.  
 
Students present their master's thesis in a 30-minute colloquium. The presentation takes 
place in front of the examiner and another examiner, who may ask additional questions. The 
colloquium is taken into account in the grading of the master's thesis with the weighting 
specified in the SPO/ study and exam regulations.  
 
For reasons for which the student is not responsible, the completion time can be extended 
by a maximum of 3 months upon written application to the Examination Board. If the Mas-
ter's thesis is not submitted on time, it will be assessed as “insufficient”. This also applies 
in the event that the thesis is not submitted by the end of the 5th semester (“deadline fail”). 
 
In addition, reference is made to § 6, paragraph 3, line 2 of the Framework Examination 
Regulations for Universities of Applied Sciences in Bavaria as well as § 33 - 39 following of 
the General Examination Regulations (ASPO) of Weihenstephan-Triesdorf University of Ap-
plied Sciences and § 5 of the Study and Examination Regulations (SPO). 
 
3.4 Module handbook 
 
The study objectives and contents of the compulsory and required elective modules with 
information on the student workload, type of examination, etc. are described in the 
MODULE HANDBOOK for the Master's degree program in Sustainable Regional Develop-
ment, which is available as a pdf file on our course website: https://www.hswt.de/mrd 
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