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Study and Examination Regulations 
for the Master’s degree programme 

Climate Change Management at  
Weihenstephan-Triesdorf  

University of Applied Sciences 
(SPO-M-CC) 

 
dated 8 May 2026 

 
Pursuant to Articles 9, 80(1) and 84(2), first sentence, of the Bavarian Higher Education Innovation Act 
(Bayerisches Hochschulinnovationsgesetz) of 5 August 2022 (Bavarian Government Gazette (GVBl) 
p. 414, Bavarian State Law BayRS 2210-1-3-WK), last amended by paragraph 3 of the Act of 23 De-
cember 2025 (GVBl p. 657), the Weihenstephan-Triesdorf University of Applied Sciences adopts the 
following statutes: 
 
 

Preamble  
1 The master’s degree programme in Climate Change Management, which is taught in English and run 
jointly by the Department of Landscape Architecture, the Department of Forestry and the Department of 
Sustainable Agriculture and Energy Systems, has the objective of imparting specific technical and man-
agement expertise in the field of climate change, climate protection and adapting to climate change. 
2Graduates shall acquire the ability to develop concepts for protecting the climate and adapting to cli-
mate change at different scales within the landscape. 3The master’s degree programme in Climate 
Change Management supplements and enhances the national and international bachelor’s degree pro-
grammes offered in the field of land use, such as Landscape Architecture, Landscape Architecture and 
Ecological Planning, Engineering in Forestry, Agriculture and comparable degree programmes.  

 
 

§ 1 
Objective of the degree programme 

 
(1) 1The master’s degree programme in Climate Change Management aims to provide students with 

an academic education through practice-oriented instruction that rests upon a foundation of sci-
entific knowledge and methods. 2Graduates should gain the qualifications necessary to pursue 
independent, high-level careers in national and international consulting firms, authorities, devel-
opment organisations and research institutes. 3In addition, students should acquire the skills re-
quired to plan, carry out and assess research and development projects. 4Consequently, the de-
gree qualifies graduates for both professional and research careers.  

 
(2) 1The programme incorporates academic and application-oriented content, with a particular focus 

on responding to the needs encountered in practical scenarios. 2To this end, alongside the con-
solidation and expansion of the foundational knowledge acquired in the Bachelor’s programme, 
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this course tackles application-related tasks that arise in practical working environments. 3In par-
ticular, emphasis is placed on the independent identification of problems and the development of 
solutions. 4This takes place within the context of project work, among other assignments. 5The 
programme structure and the range of modules ensure interdisciplinarity and practical relevance. 
6Besides specialised knowledge, students gain additional management and language skills in the 
required elective modules.  
 

(3) The skills imparted enable graduates to successfully fill management and leadership positions 
in a variety of organisations both in Germany and abroad. 

 
§ 2 

Standard study period, structure of the programme 
 

(1) 1The full-time programme has a standard study period of four semesters, comprising four theoretical 
semesters including a Master’s thesis, and totalling 120 ECTS credit points.  

 
(2) 1The programme can only be commenced in the winter semester. 2The modules for the first and 

third semesters are offered in the winter semester, and those for the second semester in the summer 
semester. 3The thesis is completed in the fourth semester.  

 
 

§ 3 
Admission requirements 

 
(1) The following entry requirements apply for admission to the Master’s programme: 
 

1. 1Evidence of a completed undergraduate degree in the following Bachelor’s programmes: Ar-
boriculture and Urban Forest Management, Forest Engineering, Green Urban Planning, Climate 
Protection & Climate Adaptation, Landscape Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Ecolog-
ical Planning, Agriculture, Management of Renewable Energies or Environmental Protection at 
Weihenstephan-Triesdorf University of Applied Sciences, or an equivalent completed degree 
comprising at least 180 ECTS credit points from a domestic or foreign university of applied 
sciences or university in the field of land use, environmental sciences or geosciences.  

 
2. 1The Examining Committee shall decide on the equivalence of the degree programme, taking 

into account Section 86(1) of the Bavarian Higher Education Act (Bayerisches Hochschulgesetz, 
BayHIG). 2A degree programme is deemed equivalent if knowledge amounting to at least 30 
ECTS credit points in at least six separate modules can be demonstrated in the following core 
areas:  
 

- Land use (forestry, agriculture, urban planning) 
- Ecology  
- Soil science 
- Vegetation and ecosystem science 
- Climate and meteorology 
- Hydrology 
- Renewable energy 
- Environmental planning 
- Methodological knowledge of GIS and remote sensing  

3A relevant work placement of at least 8 weeks’ duration or relevant professional experience 
may be credited once with up to 10 ECTS credit points. 
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3. 1Applicants who cannot provide proof of an English-language Bachelor's degree, an equivalent 

English-language first academic degree or a relevant higher education entrance qualification 
from an English-language educational institution must also provide proof of English language 
proficiency at level B2 or above according to the Common European Framework of Reference 
for Languages. 2The language examinations recognised as proof of language proficiency are 
published on the university's website. 3Applicants whose official language in their home country 
is English or who have attended an English-speaking school for six years do not need to provide 
additional proof of English language proficiency. 
 

(2) 1In exceptional cases, the degree programme may be commenced prior to the acquisition of the 
admission requirements in accordance with paragraph 1(1) if the applicant provides evidence that 
he or she fulfils the admission requirements by the end of the first semester at the latest. 2In this 
case, the application must be accompanied by a certificate stating that the admission requirement 
under paragraph 1(1) is expected to be met within the specified period. 3If the evidence referred to 
in paragraph 1(1) is not submitted within the period specified in the first sentence, the person con-
cerned shall be de-registered from the Master’s programme.  

 

§ 4 
Master’s Thesis 

 
(1) 1The Master’s thesis is an independent piece of academic work. 2The time limit for completing the 

Master’s thesis is 6 months. 3Students who have achieved at least 60 ECTS credit points from the 
theoretical semesters may register for the Master's thesis 4The Master’s thesis must be assessed 
by two examiners. 5The Master’s thesis may be written in Germany or abroad. 6The Master’s thesis 
must be written in English.  

(2) 1The mark for the Master’s thesis is calculated as the arithmetic mean of the two individual marks. 
2If the two marks awarded by the examiners differ, and the thesis is marked as ‘pass’ by one exam-
iner and ‘fail’ by the other, the Examining Committee shall appoint a third examiner; sentence 1 shall 
apply mutatis mutandis. 3In the event that the third examiner referred to in sentence 2 also marks 
the thesis as passed, but the arithmetic mean of the three marks exceeds 4.0, this mark shall be 
rounded down to 4.0 and the thesis shall be marked as ‘sufficient’. 

(3) 1Students shall present their Master’s thesis in a colloquium lasting, as a rule, 45 minutes. 2The 
presentation shall take place in the presence of the two examiners referred to in paragraph 4(1), 
sentence 4, who may ask supplementary questions. 3The colloquium shall be taken into account in 
the assessment of the Master’s thesis with the weighting specified in the Annex; paragraph 4(2), 
sentence 1 shall apply mutatis mutandis. 4If the assessment of the colloquium in accordance with 
sentence 3 results in an overall mark of ‘fail’ for the Master’s thesis, the colloquium must be repeated 
with the involvement of a third examiner; the mark for the second colloquium is then included in the 
assessment of the Master’s thesis in accordance with sentence 3, even if this results in a fail. 
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§ 5 
Promotion of language skills  

 
Applicants who do not hold a Bachelor's degree from a programme that was taught in German, an 
equivalent first academic degree taught in German or a relevant higher education entrance qualification 
from an educational institution teaching in German and whose official language in their home country is 
not German, should aquire knowledge of the German language at level A2 or above according to the 
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages by the end of the degree programme. 

§ 6  
Examining Committee  

 
1The Department Council of the Department of Landscape Architecture shall establish an Examining 
Committee for the master’s degree programme whose members shall be professors involved in the 
study programme. 2The Committee shall consist of the chairperson and two further members. 3The de-
partments involved in the degree programme shall be represented in the Examining Committee. 

§ 7 
Master’s Examination Certificate 

 
1Upon successful completion of the master’s examination, the student shall receive a certificate in ac-
cordance with the template in the Annex to the General Study and Examination Regulations of Weihen-
stephan-Triesdorf University of Applied Sciences. 2In addition, a Master’s examination certificate shall 
be issued in English. 
 

§ 8 
Academic Degree and Diploma Supplement 

 
(1) Upon successful completion of the Master’s examination, the academic degree ‘Master of Science’, 

abbreviated to ‘M.Sc.’, shall be conferred and a Master’s degree certificate issued in accordance 
with the template in the Annex to the General Study and Examination Regulations of the University.  

 
(2) The certificate shall be accompanied by an English translation and a Diploma Supplement, which 

shall describe, in particular, the essential course content on which the degree is based, the course 
schedule and the qualification acquired upon graduation.  

 

§ 9 
Entry into force and transitional provisions 

 
(1) 1These Study and Examination Regulations enter into force on 1 October 2026. 2They apply to all 

students who commence the Master’s programme in Climate Change Management for the first time 
from the winter semester 2026/27. 
 

(2) 1Students who have interrupted their studies in the Master’s programme in Climate Change Man-
agement and who are now unable to find a suitable course offer to complete the degree programme 
originally commenced are entitled, upon written application which must be received by the relevant 
Examinations Office, to switch to the current version of these regulations and to sit the Master’s 
examination in accordance with the provisions of these regulations; this also applies if the pro-
gramme originally commenced and the programme under the current version provide for different 
standard periods of study. 2Academic achievements and examination results obtained to date shall 
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then, as far as possible, be credited in accordance with the new regulations applicable under these 
Statutes and the associated curriculum. 3These Statutes do not confer any additional or new enti-
tlement to an examination or additional attempts at the same examination; failed attempts at the 
same examination under the previously applicable regulations shall be taken into account. 
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Overview of the modules and examinations

1st study semester (1st theoretical semester)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Grade calculation

No./code Module title Course type, format SWS EC Ex. no./code Ex. type Ex. min Ex. adm. req. W. M-Note W. G-Note

356261010 Climate Change SU, S 4 5 sP 90 1

356261020 Soils and Hydrology in a Changing Climate SU, Ü 4 5 StA1) / sP1) 10-14 w / 120 1

356261030 GIS & Remote Sensing SU, Ü 4 5 StA 10-14 w 1

356261040 Statistics SU, Ü 4 5
StA mit

Präs
10-14 w

15
1

356261050 Intercultural Competences and Environmental Democracy SU 4 5
sP

Präs
90
20

0,7
0,3

1

356261800 Elective* module-dependent* 4 5 module-dependent* module-dependent* 1

Summen 24 30 6

*The required elective modules on offer are governed by the curriculum in accordance with this module overview.
1) An examination type is defined for the academic year; further details are set out in the curriculum.

2nd study semester (2nd theoretical semester)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Grade calculation

No./code Module title Course type, format SWS EC Ex. no./code Ex. type Ex. min Ex. adm. req. W. M-Note W. G-Note

356262010 Mitigation and Adaptation in Forests and Agriculture SU, Ü 4 5 sP 90 1

356262020 Landscape Governance and Landuse Planning SU, S 4 5 sP 90 1

356262030 Peatland Ecology SU, P 4 5 StA 10-14 w TN 1

356262040 Biodiversity SU, P 4 5
StA mit

Präs
Präs

10-14 w
30
30

TN 0,75
0,25

1

356262050 Project 1 - Data Competence for Climate Change Management PS 4 5
PA mit 
Präs

10-14 w
30

TN 1

356262060 Climate Conference Weihenstephan SU, Ü 4 5 PA 10-14 w TN 1

Summen 24 30 6

3rd study semester (3rd theoretical semester)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Grade calculation

No./code Module title Course type, format SWS EC Ex. no./code Ex. type Ex. min Ex. adm. req. W. M-Note W. G-Note

356263010 Technical Solutions SU, S 4 5 Präs 20 TN 1

356263020 Global Ecosystems SU 4 5
StA mit

Präs
10-14 w

15
1

356263030 Water- and GHG-fluxes SU, P 4 5 StA 10-14 w 1

356263040 Project 2 - Planning Solutions PS 8 10
PA mit 
Präs

10-14 w
 30

TN 2

356263800 Elective* module-dependent* 4 5 module-dependent* module-dependent* 1

Summen 24 30 6

*The required elective modules on offer are governed by the curriculum in accordance with this module overview.

2nd ACADEMIC YEAR

1st ACADEMIC YEAR

Module Examination

Module Examination

Module Examination
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Overview of the modules and examinations

4th study semester (4th theoretical semester)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Grade calculation

No./code Module title Course type, format SWS EC Ex. no./code Ex. type Ex. min Ex. adm. req. W. M-Note W. G-Note

356263000
Master´s Thesis
(Thesis)
(Defence Colloquium) S

30
(24)
(6)

356263001
356263002

Thesis
Koll. 45

0,75
0,25

5

Sum 0 30 5

No. Bezeichnung Semester type SWS EC Divisor**

1st Study semester theoretical 24 30 6

2nd Study semester theoretical 24 30 6

3rd Study semester theoretical 24 30 6

4th Study semester theoretical 0 30 5

Sum 72 120 23

** Divisor for the calculation of the overall grade

Notes/abbreviations:

Column

1 Number, module code

2 Title, name of the module

3 Course type/teaching formats in the module: SU = seminar-based tuition, P = internship, Ü = tutorial, S = seminar, PS = project work or project seminar

4 SWS = weekly hours per semester = contact hours = course offering

5 ECTS credit points, student workload, 1 EC = 30 student working hours

6 Number, partial assignment code

7 Examination type: P = examination, sP = written examination, mP = oral examination, StA = student research project, PA = project work, Präs = presentation, PP = practical examination, Koll = colloquium, PoP = portfolio examination

A slash (/) indicates alternative examination formats; multiple compulsory examination components are listed one below the other

8 Duration of examination in minutes, unless otherwise stated; w = weeks; further details are set out in the curriculum.

9 TN = Proof of attendance in accordance with Section 12(3) of the ASPO; for further requirements, see the notes on column 7

10 Weighting (W) for the calculation of the final module grade (M-Note)

11 Weighting (W) of the final module grade for the calculation of the overall examination grade (G-Note)

Module Examination
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