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Dear students,  
 
Join Weihenstephan-Triesdorf University of Applied Sciences (HSWT) in Germany, for the English-taught summer 
term programme “Agriculture, Food and Nutrition” from 27 April to 22 July 2027 at our Triesdorf campus! 
 
Guided by HSWT's experienced lecturers, you will learn about Germany's agriculture and food sectors and explore 
current developments through lectures, discussions and practical examples. The programme combines seminars, 
group work, online learning and excursions, giving you the opportunity to apply what you learn while developing 
your academic, personal and professional skills. Studying alongside students from around the world also offers a 
valuable international and intercultural experience. 
 
HSWT’s Triesdorf campus is part of the Triesdorf Educational Centre for Agriculture, Food and the Environment 
(Bildungszentrum Triesdorf), a one-of-a-kind institution in Germany, where the centre's state-of-the-art facilities 
create valuable synergies for the university and its students and departments. 
 
Participation Requirements 
» Enrollment in Agriculture, Food Management, or a related field at a university outside Germany 
» Second-year undergraduate student or above 
» English language proficiency of at least B1 level (CEFR) 
» Motivation to learn and contribute  
» Team spirit 

How to apply 
If your home university and HSWT have a cooperation agreement (e.g. Erasmus+), please ask your departmental 
coordinator or International Office to nominate you for the programme by 09 September 2026. 
Once we have received your nomination, we will send you a link to our online application form. Applicants will be 
invited to a Zoom interview with the Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition.  

If your university does not have a cooperation agreement with HSWT, you may apply as a Freemover. If this applies 
to you, please e-mail the HSWT International Office by the end of October 2026. 
 
During the online application process, you will be asked to upload the following documents: 
» CV 
» Transcript of Records 
» University entrance certificate (e.g. high school diploma) 
» Motivation letter 
» Proof of English language proficiency 
» Copy of your personal ID card and/or passport 

In addition, you will need to complete a Learning Agreement indicating your selected courses. 
 
Costs 
HSWT does not charge any tuition fees. Upon enrollment, a semester fee of approx. 82 Euro has to be paid.  
 
Accommodation 
There are various student residences and private rooms available for rent. The International Office at HSWT will 
support students in finding suitable accommodation. Monthly rent is approximately €300–350. 
 
Arrival & Departure 
Participants are expected to arrive in Germany on 27 April 2027, the departure is scheduled for 22 July 2027. 
HSWT offers to book flights for scholarship holders.  
 
We look forward to welcoming you at HSWT! 
 
Contact for questions: Regina Leibgeber-Davis 

International Office 
summer.LT@hswt.de 

 Dr. Bernd Müller 
Coordinator Department of Agriculture,  
Food and Nutrition 

https://www.daad.de/en/studying-in-germany/living-in-germany/cefr/
https://www.daad.de/en/studying-in-germany/living-in-germany/cefr/
mailto:summer.lt@hswt.de
mailto:summer.LT@hswt.de
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Agriculture and Food 
Industry in Germany

(5 EC)

lecture exam

excursion

Interdisciplinary Group 
Research Project 

(5 EC)
seminar presentation

Applied Crop 
Production, Technology 

and Economics 
(5 EC)

project presentation

Production Procedures 
(5 EC)

seminar presentation

English language 
course - B1

(3 EC)
lecture exam

German language 
course 
(5 EC)

lecture exam

Curriculum Overview 

 
 

  

 

 

 

*Please note:  
Courses will be offered on campus with student presence required. Course offerings may be subject to change; 
additional courses, online or on campus, may be offered.  
Participating students should select courses for at least 20 EC. 



Course descriptions 
930100350: Agriculture and Food Industry in Germany  
Hours/week:  
4 SWS 

ECTS-credits:  
5 

Target group:  
Students in Agriculture, Agricultural 
Engineering and related fields 

Lecturer: 
Dr. Bernd Müller,  
Prof. Dr Iryna Smetanska 

Objectives of the course/Learning outcome:  
Students are able to describe the meaning and form of Agriculture and Food Industry in Germany.  
They can describe basics of  
 -typical German farms and mid and long term developments 
- organic farming 
- agricultural markets and global issues 
- diversification and business start up 
- German retail as part of the food value chain 
- precision agriculture 
The module includes lectures and excursions. 
Assessment methods: written exam, 90 minutes 

930900220: Interdisciplinary Group Research Project  
Hours/week:  
4 SWS 

ECTS-credits:  
5 

Target group:  
Students in Agriculture, Agricultural 
Engineering and related fields 

Lecturer: 
Dr. Kateryna Tuzhyk,  
Dragan Brkovic 

Objectives of the course/Learning outcome:  
Students are enabled to answer agricultural related questions in a scientific manner.  
During this course all steps of scientific work will be realized:  
starting with the formulation of a research question, stating a hypothesis, identification of suitable methods to 
answer proposed questions, data collection and “re-search”, summarizing and presenting results, and finally 
prepare a written document in paper format. 
The following topics are proposed: 
• Water-Food-Energy-Nexus, 
• Principles of sustainable agriculture, 
• Climate-Smart Agriculture, 
• Caring about the “unseen” – soils and groundwater 
• Agriculture in 2050 

Course format: Seminar / working groups of 4-5 students 
Assessment methods: project paper and oral presentation 

950100090: Applied Crop Production, Technology and Economics 
Hours/week:  
4 SWS 

ECTS-credits:  
5 

Target group:  
Students in Agriculture, Agricultural 
Engineering and related fields 

Lecturer: 
Prof. Dr. Michael Tröster,  
Prof. Dr Carl Phillipp Federolf, 
Vadym Petrenko 

Competency objectives of the module  
 
Students use key principles of modern arable farming, including crop production, soil management, plant 
protection, and nutrient management. They collect and interpret agronomic data from field trials and translate 
these results into practice‑oriented recommendations. They will also be capable of assessing the impacts of 
arable farming practices on climate, the environment, and biodiversity. In addition to theoretical and analytical 
skills, students will gain hands‑on competencies through regular field and crop inspections conducted 
throughout the vegetation period of major arable crops. These practical sessions will allow them to observe 
growth stages, evaluate crop performance, identify stress factors and make management decisions based on 
real production conditions. Students will develop the ability to design experiments and apply scientific methods 
to questions in crop production. They will be able to analyze scientific literature and prepare evidence‑based 
presentations. Additionally, they will learn to model agricultural production systems and calculate optimization 
scenarios. Students will also acquire practical technical skills through guided instruction on key arable farm 
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machinery, including the plant protection sprayer, fertilizer spreader, seed drill and precision planter. These 
training elements will enable them to understand setup, calibration, adjustment and safe operation of essential 
machinery used in modern crop production. Students will be equipped to develop practice‑oriented solution 
strategies within interdisciplinary teams. They will learn to communicate their results appropriately to different 
target groups, including advisory services, policymakers, scientists and practitioners. Finally, they will be able to 
integrate sustainability considerations into decision‑making processes. 
Contents of the module  
 
The seminar covers essential agronomic foundations including key site factors such as soil, climate and water, 
as well as crop rotations, cultivation systems, variety selection and seed management. It also addresses nutrient 
and soil management, focusing on soil health, humus management, nutrient requirements, fertilization strategies 
and the relevant legal frameworks such as the Fertilizer Ordinance. In the field of plant protection, the seminar 
examines Integrated Pest Management, biotic and abiotic stress factors and approaches to resistance 
management. A strong emphasis is placed on practical field-based learning. Throughout the vegetation period, 
students will participate in regular field and crop stand assessments of major crops (e.g., cereals, oilseeds, 
maize). These sessions provide opportunities to analyse crop development, diagnose stress, evaluate 
management interventions and link theoretical knowledge to field realities. Practical technical training is an 
important component of the seminar. Students will receive hands-on instruction on operating and adjusting key 
machinery used in arable production: 
 
Plant protection sprayer (setup, nozzle selection, calibration, safety) 
Fertilizer spreader (spread pattern testing, rate control, calibration) 
Seed drill (settings for different crops, seed placement, depth control) 
Precision planter / single-grain seeder (row-unit setup, singulation, metering systems) 
 
Economic and sustainability-related topics include the evaluation of the economic viability of production systems 
and the study of regenerative agriculture concepts. Practical learning components remain central as students 
analyze real farm data, work on case studies, participate in excursions and develop an independent agricultural 
science project that synthesizes the knowledge gained throughout the seminar. 
 
Assessment methods: Seminar paper (50%); Presentation (50%) 
 
 

930200260: Production Procedures 
Hours/week:  
4 SWS 
Workload: 
Approximately 6 
hours per week 

ECTS-credits:  
5 
 

Recommended prerequisites:  
a basic knowledge in the field of 
agricultural sciences (all disciplines) is 
required. 

Lecturer: 
Prof. Ralf Schlauderer 

Objectives of the course  
The goal of the course is to provide the theoretical basis for calculating and assessing production procedures 
such as production of wheat, barley, milk, pork etc. The method explained is the total and partial cost calculation. 
To properly assess the production procedures gross margin, entrepreneurial profit, economic profit as well as 
remuneration of production factors are used. Subsequently the developed theoretical principles are applied to 
specific practical examples. The results are discussed and evaluated from the perspective of decision-makers.  
Students will calculate an example of a production procedure of their own country and will present the results in 
written and oral form.  
 
Learning outcome:  
- To accurately define production procedures, the terms of gross margin, entrepreneurial profit, economic 

profit, remuneration of production factors, break even for production and profitability 
- To define and apply partial and total cost calculation. 
- To calculate and appropriately interpret the gross margin, entrepreneurial profit and other terms (as named 

before) 
- To be able to calculate and assess the economic profitability of a production procedure. 
 

Assessment methods:  The module is examined by a written exam 45 min (50%) and the presentation of the 
project (50%). 
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960400030: German as a Foreign Language 
Hours/week:  
4 SWS 

ECTS-credits:  
5 

Target group:  
Students in the field of Agriculture 

Lecturer: 
Philipp Raab 

(For students with prior German knowledge, advanced courses may be offered, either online or as group 
sessions, depending on the number of participants and skill level) 
 
Objectives of the course/Learning outcome:  
• The ability to cope with some simple everyday situations in the foreign language in written and spoken forms 

of communication as well as to give simple information about studies, university and career wishes. 
• The ability to perceive cultural differences and to comment on them in simple statements. 
• Development of learning strategies that serve the further development of the students' language skills 

 
Course content: 
• Acquisition and practice of basic language skills (listening comprehension, reading comprehension, 

speaking, writing, grammar, vocabulary) 
• Study of areas of practical everyday life and regional studies topics, e.g. simple, short reading and listening 

texts as well as audiovisual material such as city maps, room reservations, travel descriptions, etc; role 
playing such as simple interviews or telephone conversations etc.; filling out forms with personal details, 
writing e-mails. 

Assessment methods: tba 
 

930700330: General English (B1 CEFR)  
Hours/week:  
2 SWS 

ECTS-credits:  
3 – 5 

Target group:  
Students in the field of Agriculture 

Lecturer: 
Susanne Kroner 

Objectives of the course/Learning outcome:  
• The ability to understand and use the foreign language in written and spoken forms of communication of 

medium complexity in a large number of study and occupational situations. 
• The ability to express oneself in appropriate and understandable ways in subject areas of the entire value 

chain, i.e. being able to recognize and comment on aspects of plant and animal production, first-stage 
processing of agricultural products, the food industry and the wholesale and retail business 

• Development of learning strategies to enhance the students' individual language skills. 
Course content: 
• Acquisition and development of linguistic skills (listening and reading comprehension, speaking, writing, 

grammar, vocabulary). 
• Training of subject-relevant forms of communication (presentations, role-playing games, e.g. conversations 

with business partners; Reading scientific texts of medium complexity; Create written reports of medium 
complexity). 
 

Assessment methods: tba 
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Campus Life & Activities 
 
Although Triesdorf is one of the smallest university locations in Germany, it is far from being a quiet or isolated 
place. More than 2000 young people study here, and the campus has a strong international profile. Students 
from all over the world come to Triesdorf to study agriculture, nutrition, engineering and related fields. 
 
The university offers a wide range of sports activities organised by students for students. You can try something 
new every day while meeting new people and making friends. Triesdorf is also well known for its lively 
student parties and relaxed outdoor events. 
 
Triesdorf is located in the Franconian Lake District, a region known for its beautiful landscapes and wide range 
of leisure activities. From swimming and water sports to hiking, exploring nature and enjoying cultural events, 
there are many ways to spend your free time while taking part in an exciting exchange programme at 
our Triesdorf campus. Thanks to the area’s convenient location and well-connected transport network, seven 
lakes can be easily reached by bicycle or public transport. 
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Testimonials from previous participants 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

"I was happy with how the program was organised and the support I got 
at HSWT. The services, like the library and IT support, were well-
arranged and easy to use. Studying at HSWT improved my skills and 
understanding of my subject, which will benefit me at my home university. 
Living in a different country also provided valuable ideas and 
experiences for my future.

Sokthai T., Cambodia

"The education sytem in Germany is different from my country. I was quite 
keen on discovering it in order to compare and maybe suggest some 
changes to the way of studying at home. All professors were really 
passionate about their subjects. It was obvious that they spend a lot of time 
to prepare everything. Also, the support team always had an open ear for 
me no matter what the problem was."

Valeriia M., Ukraine

"I spent my time visiting farms around Triesdorf and learned about 
agricultural mechanisation. All the lectureres were very dedicated and 
HSWT gave me the best support I could imagine. 
I will miss the evenings with new friends from all over the world." 

Japeth N., Kenya 

"For me, the most interesting is the friendly relationship with the 
professors. In my country, focus is on theoretical knowledge that 
comes from books that are over ten years old, here the information 
is always up to date."

Hamza A., Serbia

"I spent my free time traveling to other places and being together with 
my friends. My favorite activities are reading different books, playing 
football; my favorite place is being around the lake beach.

Komartisif M., Ethiopia

"Even though my studies at HSWT aren’t closely related to my major, 
including some agriculture lessons, the experience has been very valuable. 
I learned new things I didn’t know before and developed important skills 
like adaptability, communication, and cultural awareness. These will 
support my personal growth and enrich my learning when I return to my 
home university."

Panida Y., Laos 
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"I was in Europe and Germany for the first time actually. I like the 
student atmosphere as I have met new friends from other countries, like 
Russia, Paraguay, Azerbaijan and Bosnia. There is a good relationship 
between teachers and students, they are very friendly towards us. I also 
enjoyed the nature of  Germany, especially, in Triesdorf."

Muslikhiddin N., Uzbekistan

"HSWT is well equipped with agricultural farms and farm machineries 
which suited my field of specialisation. I especially liked the dairy farms, 
automated milking machine system and the modern pig rearing systems. 
The hardworking spirit from all the departments is really encouraging. 
I hope to be back again."

Emmanuel A., Kenya

"I didn't hestitate when I was offered the opportunity to join the program 
because it was a chance for me to study in Germany. I liked the way the 
courses were organized and also the quality. There are farms students 
can go to and improve their knowlegde. I also liked the infrastructure of 
Germany, the discipline, the cleanliless. It is a good environnement for 
studies."

Paka R., Togo

"I like the campus in Triesdorf because it is peaceful. I learned new 
teaching methods and how to organise my self-studies. I spent my free 
time travelling. I very much appreciate everything I got here and thank 
HSWT for supporting us."

Naruechol L., Thailand

"What I liked most about my stay at HSWT and in Triesdorf was the 
peaceful and beautiful environment. I also appreciated how calm and 
quiet the area was, it felt very safe and welcoming. The people were 
friendly and respectful, which made me feel comfortable from the 
beginning. I really enjoyed the atmosphere at the university as well."

Leange H., Cambodia 
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